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Summary Report on Meeting for Reforming the Functions of the Thematic Working
Groups (TWGs) in Alignment with the Sustainable Development Goals

13-14 June 2018

Diamond Hotel, Manila, Philippines

The objective of the meeting is 1) to discuss the technical aspects or requirements for

implementing the Regional Implementation Plan (2017-2019) anchored to the Manila

Declaration and relevant SDG targets; 2) to discuss the terms of reference (TOR) of the TWGs,

including the governance mechanism, functions, funding for activities, and arrangements to

align with the Manila Declaration, and SDG works. The participants of the Meeting are the
Chairs and Co-Chairs for the following TWGs: (1) Air Quality, (2) Health Impact Assessment, (3)

Toxic Chemicals and Hazardous Substances, and (4) Water, Sanitation and Hygiene, delegates

from selected member countries, International Secretariat, officials and staff from the

Philippine Department of Health (DOH) and Department of Environment and Natural

Resources (DENR), and selected observers (ADB, Health Care without Harm). Agreed from this

meeting are as following issues.

1.

Chair of each TWG informed update activities.
1.1. Chair of TWG-Air Quality (Dr Yun-Chul Hong, Korea )
1) Studied on air quality and health impacts.
2)Developed Policy Brief on air quality and health impacts
3)Developed Terms of Reference for TWG-Air Quality
4)Developed work plan for TWG-Air Quality
5)Selected key indicators of air quality to address and monitor air pollution in the
region
6)Sharing update of countries profile among member countries.
1.2. Chair of TWG-WASH (Philippines)
1)Developed work plan for TWG-WASH
1.3. Chair of TWG-Health Impact Assessment (Department of Health, Thailand)
1)Developed work plan for TWG-HIA
2)Build capacity on HIA for member countries
3)Convened HIA meetings for sharing knowledge, experience and progress among
member countries
HHIA demonstration project including national and regional level in particularly the

issue related to transboundary pollution and energy sector.

O HIA guideline development for Special Economic Zone
O HIA monitoring frame work for air pollution associated with coal fire power
plant.

Key agreement /Recommendations on the revision of TWGs (The decision on whether

the existing TWGs will be merged, rearranged, expanded or resolved inactive TWGs)



2.1. Retain the 4 TWGs
1)TWG-Air Quality
- Re-title to be Air Quality and Health
2)TWG-Water Sanitation and Hygiene
- Re-title to be Water, Sanitation, Hygiene and Health
3)TWG-Toxic Chemical and Hazardous Substance
- Re-title to be Chemical, Waste and Health
4)TWG-Health Impact Assessment
- No change
2.2 The revision of TWG on Climate Change, Ozone depletion and Ecosystems was
proposed for activate its activities.
- Re-title to be Climate Change and Health
- Environmental Health Emergencies will be included in this TWG
- The secretariat (WHO / UNEP) will communicate and consult with
Indonesia on status of chairship within the next 3 months
- Note that Philippines is willing to Co-Chair the TWG
2.3 Discontinue of TWG on Solid and Hazardous Waste and shift it to the new TWG (
TWG on Sustainable and Healthy Cities)
2.4 Create 3 new TWGs in align with SDGs 14,15
1) TWG on Sustainable and Healthy City
- The technical area of solid and hazardous waste is included in this
TWG
2) TWG on Ecosystem and Health
- The technical area of biodiversity is included in this TWG
3) TWG on Worker’s Health
- The technical area of occupational safety and health is included in this
TWG
2.5 The secretariat (UNEP/WHO) will develop concept note and invite member
countries to be TWG’s members, TWG’s chair and co-chair later on.
3. Terms of Reference of TWGs is revised for serve as a working document and guidance
of the Regional Secretariat and the existing TWGs Chair and members. This will be the
task force recommendations for the TWGs for subsequent approval by the High Level
Official Meeting (HLOM). TOR content including
3.2 Government and mechanisms/Formation, Governance and Structure of TWGs
3.3 Roles and Functions of TWGs (Technical support, Programme support,
Coordination and advocacy, Resource mobilization)

3.4 Membership and Chairship (Membership requirement, membership procedures,
approval for membership, number of members, length of membership )

3.5 TWG meeting: each TWG shall hold face-tO-face meeting once a year within five
year program of work.

3.6 Resource mobilization and funding for activities.



3.7 Funding restrictions: no funding channeled for the TWGs should come from
tobacco, alcohol, arms or associated industries or industry associations that may
result to any conflicts of interest.

4. The preparation for High Level Official Meeting

4.2 HLOM will be held in September 2019 in Manila, Philippines. In the meantime
preparatory meeting for the HLOM meeting is planned to be held on April 2019,
Manila Philippines. The concept will be developed by the Philippines.

43 The 5" Ministerial meeting for Asia Pacific Regional Forum on Health and
Environment is will be held on 2020. The secretariat is informing and inviting

volunteer member countries to be the Chair of the meeting.



